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SUBJECT: HURRICANE FIFI DISASTER IN HONDURAS 

1. PRESIDENT ODUBER CALLED ME IN THIS AFTERNOON, 

SEPTEMBER 25, TO DISCUSS HIS IMPRESSIONS FOLLOWING ONE- 
DAY VISIT TO HONDURAS YESTERDAY. PRESIDENT IS DISMAYED 
BY THE EXTENT OF THE DEVASTATION HE SAW, THE THREAT OF 
DISEASE AND STILL MORE DEATHS, AND THE PROBABLE EXTENT OF 
LONG-TERM ECONOMIC LOSS. MOREOVER, HE SAYS PRESIDENT 
LOPEZ AND OTHER OFFICIALS ARE STILL IN STATE OF SHOCK, 

AND THAT GOH'S CAPACITY TO COORDINATE ASSISTANCE AND 
MANAGE RELIEF EFFORT IS VERY LOW. OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE IN 
THIS FIELD IS NEEDED AND US, HE IMPLIED, WOULD BE BEST 
ABLE TO PROVIDE IT. 

2. ODUBER COMMENTED THAT US ASSISTANCE EFFORT THUS FAR 

IS ALREADY IMPRESSIVE BUT NOT FULLY RECOGNIZED IN HONDURAS. 
HE SAYS OTHER COUNTRIES ARE GETTING AS MUCH OR MORE CREDIT 
AND ATTENTION, NOTABLY CUBA. ODUBER BELIEVES, MOREOVER, 
THAT AN EVEN MORE MASSIVE US EFFORT WILL BE NEEDED AND THAT 
IT IS POLITICALLY IMPORTANT THAT THE US CONTRIBUTION BE 
FULLY RECOGNIZED. IN THIS CONNECTION HE URGED THAT A SENIOR 
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AND LEVEL OF EFFORT. HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT US ENGINEERING 
UNITS SUCH AS SEABEES (WHO DID MAGNIFICENT JOB IN COSTA RICA 
IN 1963 IRAZU CRISIS) BE DESPATCHED TO UNDERTAKE IMME- 
DIATE EFFORT TO HELP CLEAR ROADS AND BRIDGES TO GET LAND 
TRANSPORTATION MOVING AGAIN. 

3. PRESIDENT REQUESTED THAT HIS COMMENTS BE PASSED DISCREETLY 

TO UKG. HE ALSO OBSERVED THAT BOTH SHORT AND LONG 

RANGE RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS IN HONDURAS ARE VERY 

IMPORTANT TO ALL OF CENTRAL AMERICA SINCE, APART FROM HUMANITARIAN 

CONSIDERATIONS. DESPAIR AND ECONOMIC DEPRIVATION COULD 

LEAD TO POLITICAL INSTABILITY WHICH WOULD AFFECT ENTIRE REGION. 

LANE 
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